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"The Useless Mouths" and Other Literary Writings brings to English-language readers literary writings--
several previously unknown--by Simone de Beauvoir. Culled from sources including various American
university collections, the works span decades of Beauvoir's career. Ranging from dramatic works and
literary theory to radio broadcasts, they collectively reveal fresh insights into Beauvoir's writing process,
personal life, and the honing of her philosophy.

 

The volume begins with a new translation of the 1945 play "The Useless Mouths," written in Paris during the
Nazi occupation. Other pieces were discovered after Beauvoir's death in 1986, such as the 1965 short novel
Misunderstanding in Moscow, involving an elderly French couple who confront their fears of aging. Two
additional previously unknown texts include the fragmentary "Notes for a Novel," which contains the seed of
what she later would call "the problem of the Other," and a lecture on postwar French theater titled
"Existential Theater." The collection notably includes the eagerly awaited translation of Beauvoir's
contribution to a 1965 debate among Jean-Paul Sartre and other French writers and intellectuals, "What Can
Literature Do?"

 

Prefaces to well-known works such as Bluebeard and Other Fairy Tales, La Bâtarde, and James Joyce in
Paris: His Final Years are also available in English for the first time, alongside essays and other short
articles. A landmark contribution to Beauvoir studies and French literary studies, the volume includes
informative and engaging introductory essays by prominent and rising scholars.

 

Contributors are Meryl Altman, Elizabeth Fallaize, Alison S. Fell, Sarah Gendron, Dennis A. Gilbert, Laura
Hengehold, Eleanore Holveck, Terry Keefe, J. Debbie Mann, Frederick M. Morrison, Catherine Naji, Justine
Sarrot, Liz Stanley, Ursula Tidd, and Veronique Zaytzeff.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Williams:

The book "The Useless Mouths" and Other Literary Writings (Beauvoir Series) make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend
when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book
"The Useless Mouths" and Other Literary Writings (Beauvoir Series) to become your habit, you can get
more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a e-book "The Useless Mouths" and Other
Literary Writings (Beauvoir Series). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia
or other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

David Whetstone:

The book "The Useless Mouths" and Other Literary Writings (Beauvoir Series) can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book "The Useless
Mouths" and Other Literary Writings (Beauvoir Series)? A number of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer
with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share
all of these. Book "The Useless Mouths" and Other Literary Writings (Beauvoir Series) has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by
available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Kisha Hutton:

You may spend your free time to study this book this guide. This "The Useless Mouths" and Other Literary
Writings (Beauvoir Series) is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make
you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.

Gloria Lafreniere:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from
it. It is known as of book "The Useless Mouths" and Other Literary Writings (Beauvoir Series). You'll be
able to your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and
make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you
from one destination for a other place.
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