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Buffalo Creek: Valley of Death isareprint of aclassic title by Dennis Dietz and Carlene Mowery. It tells the
story of acold day in February 1972, when 125 people lost their lives to a 25-foot tidal wave of water,
sludge, and debris running through narrow, 17-mile Buffalo Creek Valley. The wave was released when an
impoundment dam-owned by Pittston Coal and used to filter the black waste-water-burst. Buffalo Creek was
the worst mining disaster in West Virginias history, and was on the national nightly news for over a week.
Authors Carlene Mowery and Dennis Deitz compiled a fascinating collection of first hand accounts from 98
of the disaster's survivors. Buffalo Creek contains very personal accounts of what the town's citizens were
doing immediately before the flood, and the anguish and pain they experienced watching loved ones and
neighbors perish. Reading the survivors accountsis both heart-breaking and spellbinding. The photographs
of the people and property that accompany each story begin to bring home the immense loss suffered by this
group of people, a group whose lives were changed forever in just afew terrible moments. In addition to the
authors personal interviews with the flood victims, a section in the back of the book contains testimonials
from the Senate Subcommittee's investigative interviews in the weeks and months following the disaster.
Also included istestimony given by apanel of Pittson Coal Company officials. In the days preceding
February 26, 1972, rain had fallen almost continuously in the Buffalo Creek area, although experts later
claimed thiswastypical late winter weather. Buffalo Mining officials, concerned about the condition of the
highest dam, measured water levels there every two hours on the night before the disaster. Although a
Pittston official in the area was alerted to the increasing danger, the residents of the hollow were not
informed. When two deputy sheriffs were dispatched to Buffalo Creek to assist with potential evacuations,
the company sent them away. Despite the lack of warning from company officials, some residents sensed the
danger and moved to higher ground; unfortunately many did not. Just prior to 8:00 am. on February 26,
heavy-equipment operator Denny Gibson discovered that the water had risen to the crest of the impoundment
and that the dam was "real soggy." At 8:05 a.m., the dam collapsed. The water obliterated the other two
impoundments and approximately 132 million gallons of black waste-water rushed through narrow Buffalo
Creek. In amatter of minutes, 125 were dead, 1,100 were injured, and over 4,000 people were left homeless.
One thousand cars and trucks were destroyed. The flood demolished 502 houses and 44 mobile homes, and
severely damaged 943 houses and mobile homes. Property damage was estimated at $50 million. Buffalo
Creek includes exclusive interviews from many of those who witnessed and survived the flood. This revised
edition of the book includes new, never-before-published photos from the tragic event. While the story of the
flood itself is devastating, the survivors' heroic efforts to save each other and themselves-after enduring
tremendous personal and material loss-are truly inspirational.
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From reader reviews:
Angela Jones:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make al of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the ideafor awhile
isreading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than
other is high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this Buffalo Creek-Valley of Death
book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Anthony Rodriguez:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you alot of
new data. When you read areserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Buffalo Creek-Valley of Death, you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide.
Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Edgar Hightower:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with
their family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you fed it? Do you want to something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the reserve untitled Buffalo Creek-Valley of Death can be great book to read. May be it might
be best activity to you.

Arthur McLaurin:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because al this time you only find guide that
need more time to be read. Buffalo Creek-Valley of Death can be your answer mainly because it can be read
by an individual who have those short free time problems.
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