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Long before Edith Piaf sang "La vie en rose," her predecessors took to the stage of the belle epoque music
hall, singing of female desire, the treachery of men, the harshness of working-class life, and the rough
neighborhoods of Paris. Icon of working-class femininity and the underworld, the realist singer signaled the
emergence of new cultural roles for women as well as shifts in the nature of popular entertainment.
Chanteuse in the City provides a genealogy of realist performance through analysis of the music hall careers
and film roles of Mistinguett, Josephine Baker, Fréhel, and Damia. Above all, Conway offers a fresh
interpretation of 1930s French cinema, emphasizing its love affair with popular song and its close
connections to the music hall and the café-concert.

Conway uncovers an important tradition of female performance in the golden era of French film, usually
viewed as a cinema preoccupied with masculinity. She shows how—in films such as Pépé le Moko, Le
Crime de Monsieur Lange, and Zouzou—the realist chanteuse addresses female despair at the hopelessness
of love. Conway also sheds light on the larger cultural implications of the shift from the intimate café-
concert to the spectacular music hall, before the talkies displaced both kinds of live performance altogether.
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From reader reviews:

Johnnie Lewis:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Chanteuse in the City: The Realist Singer in French Film.

George Miller:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Chanteuse in
the City: The Realist Singer in French Film? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you
agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Deanna Jackson:

The e-book with title Chanteuse in the City: The Realist Singer in French Film has lot of information that
you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

David Myers:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with
may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Chanteuse in the City: The Realist
Singer in French Film why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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