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For almost twenty years, feminist readings of Simone de Beauvoir’s feminist classic The Second Sex have
been dominated by dismissive interpretation of Beauvoir’s philosophy as Sartrean and phallocentric.
Beauvoir’s angry refusal to acknowledge either her philosophical originality or her lesbian relationships led
to an interpretive impasse on two issues: her relationship to existentialism and her relationship to feminism.
It was not until Beauvoir’s death in 1986 that this interpretive impasse would be broken. Feminist scholars
reacted to news of Beauvoir’s death in 1986 by initiating a reevaluation of her life’s work, a task encouraged
by Sylvie Le Bon de Beauvoir, her adopted daughter, who edited for posthumous publication many of
Beauvoir’s personal notebooks and letters to Sartre. Some of the most exciting new interpretations of
Beauvoir’s philosophy that have resulted are brought together here for the first time; many of them, indeed,
were written expressly for this first volume of essays on Beauvoir’s philosophy written since her death.

From phenomenology and literary criticism to analytic philosophy and postmodern deconstruction, this
collection presents a unique variety of methodological approaches to reading Beauvoir: placing her within
the phenomenological tradition and identifying the Husserlean influence on her work; using the
posthumously published letters and notebooks to shed light on Beauvoir’s own experience of oppression and
to deconstruct the philosophical movement that exploited her; analyzing the themes and structure of
Beauvoir’s novel The Mandarins to study her philosophy of the erotic; examining the structure of her
argument about women’s biology and sexual difference to challenge the criticism of Beauvoir’s
phallocentricism; locating her writings on decolonization as a historical antecedent of the postmodern
philosophy of destruction. Of particular interest may be the scholarly reading of little-known texts, such as
Beauvoir’s essay on the Marquis de Sade, or her essay “Literature and Metaphysics,” in the context of her
better-known texts, such as Ethics of Ambiguity, to trace Beauvoir’s philosophical development and
challenge the view that Beauvoir was either Sartrean or phallocentric.
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From reader reviews:

Kathryn Richardson:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Feminist
Interpretations of Simone de Beauvoi (Re-Reading the Canon)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you.
You know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do
you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Thomas Tritt:

This book untitled Feminist Interpretations of Simone de Beauvoi (Re-Reading the Canon) to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit
on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher on this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart
phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Daniel Downey:

Typically the book Feminist Interpretations of Simone de Beauvoi (Re-Reading the Canon) will bring that
you the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try
to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book Feminist Interpretations of Simone de
Beauvoi (Re-Reading the Canon) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the
official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Rose Watkins:

You may get this Feminist Interpretations of Simone de Beauvoi (Re-Reading the Canon) by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed
but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking
from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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