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This is Olivia’s story. Born in Los Angeles, she is taken to Mexico to live with her extended family until the
age of three. Olivia then returns to L.A. to live with her mother, Carmen, the live-in maid to a wealthy
family. Mother and daughter sleep in the maid’s room, just off the kitchen. Olivia is raised alongside the
other children of the family. She goes to school with them, eats meals with them, and is taken shopping for
clothes with them. She is like a member of the family. Except she is not. Based on over twenty years of
research, noted scholar Mary Romero brings Olivia’s remarkable story to life. We watch as she grows up
among the children of privilege, struggles through adolescence, declares her independence and eventually
goes off to college and becomes a successful professional. Much of this extraordinary story is told in Olivia’s
voice and we hear of both her triumphs and setbacks. We come to understand the painful realization of
wanting to claim a Mexican heritage that is in many ways not her own and of her constant struggle to come
to terms with the great contradictions in her life. 
 
In The Maid’s Daughter, Mary Romero explores this complex story about belonging, identity, and
resistance, illustrating Olivia’s challenge to establish her sense of identity, and the patterns of inclusion and
exclusion in her life. Romero points to the hidden costs of paid domestic labor that are transferred to the
families of private household workers and nannies, and shows how everyday routines are important in
maintaining and assuring that various forms of privilege are passed on from one generation to another.
Through Olivia’s story, Romero shows how mythologies of meritocracy, the land of opportunity, and the
American dream remain firmly in place while simultaneously erasing injustices and the struggles of the
working poor.

A happy ending for the maid's daughter: Hector Tobar's profile of Olivia for the LA Times
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From reader reviews:

Ricky Streeter:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the The Maid's Daughter: Living Inside and
Outside the American Dream is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Bettye Heinrich:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the information as
well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you examining a book
especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the personas do it anything.
Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this The Maid's Daughter:
Living Inside and Outside the American Dream, you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Mary Cox:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or their
friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the reserve untitled The Maid's Daughter: Living Inside and Outside the American Dream can
be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Audrey Mack:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the book
The Maid's Daughter: Living Inside and Outside the American Dream we can have more advantage. Don't
one to be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book
that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book The Maid's Daughter:
Living Inside and Outside the American Dream. You can more desirable than now.
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