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Rhetoric and Kairos: Essays in History, Theory, and Praxis
The first comprehensive discussion of the history, theory, and practice of kairos: that is of the role
“timeliness” or “right-timing” plays in human deliberation, speech, and action.

This collection offers the first comprehensive discussion of the history, theory, and pedagogical applications
of kairos, a seminal and recently revised concept of classical rhetoric. Augusto Rostagni, James L. Kinneavy,
Richard Leo Enos, John Poulakos, and John E. Smith are among the international list of scholars who
explore the Homeric and literary origins of kairos, the technologies of time-keeping in antiquity, the role of
“right-timing” in Hippocratic medicine, the improvisations of Gorgias, as well as the uses of kairos in
Isocrates, Plato, Aristotle, Cicero, and the New Testament. Broad in its scope, the book also examines the
distinctive philosophies of time reflected in Renaissance Humanism, Nineteenth-Century American
Transcendentalism, Oriental art and ritual, and the application of kairos to contemporary philosophy, ethics,
literary criticism, rhetorical theory, and composition pedagogy.

“What is most commendable about this book is the broadness of its scope, embracing in some fashion or
another all the disciplines of the humanities, its essays covering topics as diverse as biblical references to
kairos to the place of kairos in medicine and writing in the sciences. Worthy of special note is the effort to
apply the idea of kairos to the practical aspects of writing in the composition classroom.” — Bernard A.
Miller, Eastern Michigan University
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From reader reviews:

Cora Gallien:

The feeling that you get from Rhetoric and Kairos: Essays in History, Theory, and Praxis could be the more
deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Rhetoric and Kairos: Essays in History, Theory, and
Praxis giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood through anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of Rhetoric
and Kairos: Essays in History, Theory, and Praxis instantly.

Lisa Shumaker:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story or maybe
their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the information
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their ability in writing, they
also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this Rhetoric and Kairos: Essays in
History, Theory, and Praxis.

Sylvester Perkins:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer may be Rhetoric and Kairos: Essays in History, Theory, and Praxis why because the great
cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this
book.

Candy Smith:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This e-book Rhetoric and Kairos: Essays in History, Theory, and Praxis was filled
regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.
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