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Unjustly deported to Devil's Island following Louis-Napoleon's coup-d'état in December 1851, Florent
Quenu escapes and returns to Paris. He finds the city changed beyond recognition. The old Marché des
Innocents has been knocked down as part of Haussmann's grand program of urban reconstruction, replaced
by Les Halles, the spectacular new food markets. Disgusted by a bourgeois society whose devotion to food is
inseparable from its devotion to the Government, Florent attempts an insurrection. Les Halles, apocalyptic
and destructive, play an active role in Zola's picture of a world in which food and the injustice of society are
inextricably linked.

This is the first English translation in fifty years of Le Ventre de Paris (The Belly of Paris). The third in
Zola's great cycle, Les Rougon-Macquart, it is as enthralling as Germinal, Thérèse Raquin, and the other
novels in the series. Its focus on the great Paris food hall, Les Halles--combined with Zola's famous
impressionist descriptions of food--make this a particularly memorable novel. Brian Nelson's lively
translation captures the spirit of Zola's world and his Introduction illuminates the use of food in the novel to
represent social class, social attitudes, political conflicts, and other aspect of the culture of the time. The
bibliography and notes ensure that this is the most critically up-to-date edition of the novel in print.

About the Series: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the broadest spectrum
of literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to scholarship,
providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions by
leading authorities, voluminous notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and
much more.
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From reader reviews:

Ginger Knowles:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book called The Belly of Paris (Oxford
World's Classics)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time
with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different
opinion?

Meredith Daugherty:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be consider while
those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then you
buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take The Belly of Paris (Oxford World's Classics) as the daily resource
information.

Priscilla Jefferson:

The reason? Because this The Belly of Paris (Oxford World's Classics) is an unordinary book that the inside
of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the
content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot
of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So ,
still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Jose Johnson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but additionally novel and The Belly of Paris (Oxford World's Classics) or
others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to
read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks
are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The
Belly of Paris (Oxford World's Classics) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like
this.
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