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THE constitution adopted by the State of Massachusetts, in 1780, did not go into operation without meeting
serious obstacles in the first few years. The hostility entertained towards an independent executive head and
a double legislative department had shown itself very decidedly in the convention, and it rather gained than
lost strength, from the disturbed condition of things and the distress among the people immediately after the
revolution. Complaints of the aristocratic character of the senate, of the governor’s salary, and of the courts,
grew louder and louder until the year 1786, when they took the shape of armed resistance to the public
authorities, threatening the entire overthrow of the government.

Simultaneously with this state of affairs in America, and growing out of them, discussions of the nature of
government again came into vogue, both in England and France. Among other writers, Dr. Richard Price,
who had all along viewed with the most lively interest the progress of the revolution, published at the close
of the struggle a small tract entitled “Observations on the Importance of the American Revolution and the
Means of making it a Benefit to the World,” embodying many useful suggestions and much good advice to
the people of the United States. At the close of this pamphlet he added a letter which had been addressed to
him, in 1778, by the celebrated philosopher and minister of France, M. Turgot, wherein among many
strictures upon the civil institutions of America, he unequivocally and roundly condemns the whole theory of
government which Mr. Adams had labored to sustain. Viewing it from a French position, in which the
centralization of power has, under every change of form, even the most republican, been the leading idea, he
attacks the state constitutions as slavishly borrowed from the system of the mother country, and advocates
the collecting of all authority in one centre as the only true substitute. The passage relating to it is prefixed to
this republication of Mr. Adams’s Defence, as well because it seems essential to a right understanding of the
allusions constantly occurring to it in that work, as because it contains reflections upon other subjects which
have not lost their interest even at this day. This letter was soon followed by a pamphlet written by the
celebrated Mirabeau, reviewing the positions of Dr. Price and of M. Turgot, and particularly enforcing, in his
declamatory style, the views of the latter respecting a simple and central government. These views were
generally adopted by that school of philosophers which had risen into great influence at this time in France,
and they were well known to be sustained by the high authority of Dr. Franklin, as well as of other
distinguished men in America.
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From reader reviews:

Gina Melton:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will need this A Defense of the Constitution of Government of the United
States of America (With Active Table of Contents).

Willie Collins:

This A Defense of the Constitution of Government of the United States of America (With Active Table of
Contents) usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this
A Defense of the Constitution of Government of the United States of America (With Active Table of
Contents) can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading
through food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is
definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book
and printed kinds. Beside that this A Defense of the Constitution of Government of the United States of
America (With Active Table of Contents) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have
it and enjoy reading.

Nona Smith:

Often the book A Defense of the Constitution of Government of the United States of America (With Active
Table of Contents) will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out
the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book A
Defense of the Constitution of Government of the United States of America (With Active Table of Contents)
is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can
more easily to read the book.

Santiago Johnson:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This publication A Defense of the Constitution of Government of the United States
of America (With Active Table of Contents) was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading any book. If
you know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like



currently, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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