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James Tanner may be the most famous person in nineteenth-century America that no one has heard of.
During his service in the Union army, he lost the lower third of both his legs and afterward had to reinvent
himself. After a brush with fame as the stenographer taking down testimony a few feet away from the dying
President Abraham Lincoln in April 1865, Tanner eventually became one of the best-known men in Gilded
Age America. He was a highly placed Republican operative, a popular Grand Army of the Republic speaker,
an entrepreneur, and a celebrity. He earned fame and at least temporary fortune as “Corporal Tanner,” but
most Americans would simply have known him as “The Corporal.” Yet virtually no one—not even
historians of the Civil War and Gilded Age— knows him today.

America’s Corporal rectifies this startling gap in our understanding of the decades that followed the Civil
War. Drawing on a variety of primary sources including memoirs, lectures, newspapers, pension files,
veterans’ organization records, poetry, and political cartoons, James Marten brings Tanner’s life and
character into focus and shows what it meant to be a veteran— especially a disabled veteran—in an era that
at first worshipped the saviors of the Union but then found ambiguity in their political power and insistence
on collecting ever-larger pensions. This biography serves as an examination of the dynamics of disability, the
culture and politics of the Gilded Age, and the aftereffects of the Civil War, including the philosophical and
psychological changes that it prompted.

The book explores the sometimes corrupt, often gridlocked, but always entertaining politics of the era, from
Tanner’s days as tax collector in Brooklyn through his short-lived appointment as commissioner of pensions
(one of the biggest jobs in the federal government of the 1880s). Marten provides a vivid case study of a
classic Gilded Age entrepreneur who could never make enough money. America’s Corporal is a reflection
on the creation of celebrity—and of its ultimate failure to preserve the memory of a man who represented so
many of the experiences and assumptions of the Gilded Age.

Published with the generous support of the Amanda and Greg Gregory Family Fund
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From reader reviews:

Joel Fallis:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this
America's Corporal: James Tanner in War and Peace (Uncivil Wars).

William Tietjen:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
read a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend
on what kinds of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The America's Corporal: James Tanner in War and Peace (Uncivil Wars)
provide you with new experience in examining a book.

Karen Taylor:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This America's Corporal: James Tanner in War
and Peace (Uncivil Wars) is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If
you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make
you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when one buys this book.

Bryce Adams:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several books in
the top listing in your reading list is America's Corporal: James Tanner in War and Peace (Uncivil Wars).
This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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