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For most of the second half of the twentieth century, the United States and its allies competed with a hostile
Soviet Union in almost every way imaginable except open military engagement. The Cold War placed two
opposite conceptions of the good society before the uncommitted world and history itself, and science
figured prominently in the picture.  Competing with the Soviets offers a short, accessible introduction to the
special role that science and technology played in maintaining state power during the Cold War, from the
atomic bomb to the Human Genome Project.

The high-tech machinery of nuclear physics and the space race are at the center of this story, but Audra J.
Wolfe also examines the surrogate battlefield of scientific achievement in such diverse fields as urban
planning, biology, and economics; explains how defense-driven federal investments created vast laboratories
and research programs; and shows how unfamiliar worries about national security and corrosive questions of
loyalty crept into the supposedly objective scholarly enterprise.

Based on the assumption that scientists are participants in the culture in which they live, Competing with the
Soviets looks beyond the debate about whether military influence distorted science in the Cold War.
Scientists’ choices and opportunities have always been shaped by the ideological assumptions, political
mandates, and social mores of their times. The idea that American science ever operated in a free zone
outside of politics is, Wolfe argues, itself a legacy of the ideological Cold War that held up American
science, and scientists, as beacons of freedom in contrast to their peers in the Soviet Union. Arranged
chronologically and thematically, the book highlights how ideas about the appropriate relationships among
science, scientists, and the state changed over time.
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From reader reviews:

John Dearman:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Sure,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare
time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book
entitled Competing with the Soviets: Science, Technology, and the State in Cold War America (Johns
Hopkins Introductory Studies in the History of Science)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do
you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Enrique Flora:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important normally. The book Competing with the Soviets: Science, Technology, and the
State in Cold War America (Johns Hopkins Introductory Studies in the History of Science) was making you
to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you.
The guide Competing with the Soviets: Science, Technology, and the State in Cold War America (Johns
Hopkins Introductory Studies in the History of Science) is not only giving you much more new information
but also to be your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to
make relationship with the book Competing with the Soviets: Science, Technology, and the State in Cold
War America (Johns Hopkins Introductory Studies in the History of Science). You never truly feel lose out
for everything when you read some books.

Cynthia Bryant:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with
their family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your
no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled Competing with the Soviets: Science, Technology,
and the State in Cold War America (Johns Hopkins Introductory Studies in the History of Science) can be
excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Haley Thacker:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top checklist in your reading list will be Competing with the Soviets: Science, Technology, and



the State in Cold War America (Johns Hopkins Introductory Studies in the History of Science). This book
that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking
way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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