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Mention twentieth-century Russian music, and the names of three "giants"—Igor Stravinsky, Sergei
Prokofiev, and Dmitrii Shostakovich—immediately come to mind. Yet during the turbulent decade following
the Bolshevik Revolution, Stravinsky and Prokofiev lived abroad and Shostakovich was just finishing his
conservatory training. While the fame of these great musicians is widely recognized, little is known about the
creative challenges and political struggles that engrossed musicians in Soviet Russia during the crucial years
after 1917. Music for the Revolution examines musicians’ responses to Soviet power and reveals the
conditions under which a distinctively Soviet musical culture emerged in the early thirties.

Given the dramatic repression of intellectual freedom and creativity in Stalinist Russia, the twenties often
seem to be merely a prelude to Totalitarianism in artistic life. Yet this was the decade in which the creative
intelligentsia defined its relationship with the Soviet regime and the aesthetic foundations for socialist
realism were laid down. In their efforts to deal with the political challenges of the Revolution, musicians
grappled with an array of issues affecting musical education, professional identity, and the administration of
musical life, as well as the embrace of certain creative platforms and the rejection of others. Nelson shows
how debates about these issues unfolded in the context of broader concerns about artistic modernism and
elitism, as well as the more expansive goals and censorial authority of Soviet authorities.

Music for the Revolution shows how the musical community helped shape the musical culture of Stalinism
and extends the interpretive frameworks of Soviet culture presented in recent scholarship to an area of
artistic creativity often overlooked by historians. It should be broadly important to those interested in Soviet
history, the cultural roots of Stalinism, Russian and Soviet music, and the place of music and the arts in
revolutionary change.
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From reader reviews:

William Phillips:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has distinct
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't desire do
that. You must know how great as well as important the book Music for the Revolution: Musicians and
Power in Early Soviet Russia. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Jewell Garza:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Music for the Revolution: Musicians and
Power in Early Soviet Russia, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss
it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come
on its referred to as reading friends.

Gerald Morin:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Music for the Revolution: Musicians and
Power in Early Soviet Russia guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
that may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation Music for the
Revolution: Musicians and Power in Early Soviet Russia as good book not merely by the cover but also from
the content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Eric Hempel:

You can spend your free time to see this book this book. This Music for the Revolution: Musicians and
Power in Early Soviet Russia is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as
well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically
the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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