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The meaning of race in the antebellum southern United States was anchored in the racial exclusivity of
slavery (coded as black) and full citizenship (coded as white as well as male). These traditional definitions of
race were radically disrupted after emancipation, when citizenship was granted to all persons born in the
United States and suffrage was extended to all men. Hannah Rosen persuasively argues that in this critical
moment of Reconstruction, contests over the future meaning of race were often fought on the terrain of
gender.

Sexual violence--specifically, white-on-black rape--emerged as a critical arena in postemancipation struggles
over African American citizenship. Analyzing the testimony of rape survivors, Rosen finds that white men
often staged elaborate attacks meant to enact prior racial hierarchy. Through their testimony, black women
defiantly rejected such hierarchy and claimed their new and equal rights. Rosen explains how heated debates
over interracial marriage were also attempts by whites to undermine African American men's demands for
suffrage and a voice in public affairs. By connecting histories of rape and discourses of "social equality" with
struggles over citizenship, Rosen shows how gendered violence and gendered rhetorics of race together
produced a climate of terror for black men and women seeking to exercise their new rights as citizens.
Linking political events at the city, state, and regional levels, Rosen places gender and sexual violence at the
heart of understanding the reconsolidation of race and racism in the postemancipation United States.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Williams:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Terror in the Heart of
Freedom: Citizenship, Sexual Violence, and the Meaning of Race in the Postemancipation South (Gender
and American Culture). All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Cynthia Sharma:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel happy read
one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Terror in the Heart of
Freedom: Citizenship, Sexual Violence, and the Meaning of Race in the Postemancipation South (Gender
and American Culture) is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Octavio Martin:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to
be study. Terror in the Heart of Freedom: Citizenship, Sexual Violence, and the Meaning of Race in the
Postemancipation South (Gender and American Culture) can be your answer as it can be read by you actually
who have those short time problems.

Peter Robey:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That Terror in the Heart of Freedom: Citizenship, Sexual
Violence, and the Meaning of Race in the Postemancipation South (Gender and American Culture) can give
you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and make you
actually more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Terror in the Heart of
Freedom: Citizenship, Sexual Violence, and the Meaning of Race in the Postemancipation South (Gender
and American Culture).
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