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In the center of Paris, in an elegant apartment building inhabited by bourgeois families, we find Renée, the
concierge, witness to the lavish but vacuous lives of her numerous employers. Outwardly she conforms to
every stereotype of the concierge: fat, cantankerous, addicted to television. Yet, unbeknownst to her
employers, Renée is a cultured autodidact who adores art, philosophy, music, and Japanese culture. With
humor and intelligence she scrutinizes the lives of the building's tenants, who for their part are barely aware
of her existence. Twelve-year-old genius Paloma is the daughter of a tedious parliamentarian, a talented and
startlingly lucid child who has decided to end her life on the sixteenth of June, her thirteenth birthday. Until
then she will continue behaving as everyone expects her to behave: a mediocre pre-teen high on adolescent
subculture, a good but not an outstanding student, an obedient if obstinate daughter. Paloma and Renée hide
their true talents and their finest qualities from a world they suspect cannot or will not appreciate them. They
discover their kindred souls when a wealthy Japanese man named Ozu arrives in the building. Only he is able
to gain Paloma's trust and to see through Renée's timeworn disguise to the secret that haunts her. This funny
and triumphant novel exalts the quiet victories of the inconspicuous among us.
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From reader reviews:

Zenaida Jackson:

The book The Elegance of the Hedgehog by Muriel Barbery, (translated by Alison Anderson) (2009) can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a
book The Elegance of the Hedgehog by Muriel Barbery, (translated by Alison Anderson) (2009)? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many info for us. It
is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for
that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Elegance of the Hedgehog by
Muriel Barbery, (translated by Alison Anderson) (2009) has simple shape but you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is
very wonderful.

Aimee Nguyen:

Often the book The Elegance of the Hedgehog by Muriel Barbery, (translated by Alison Anderson) (2009)
has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
published by the very famous author. The author makes some research before write this book. This book
very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.

Mindy Simmons:

The book untitled The Elegance of the Hedgehog by Muriel Barbery, (translated by Alison Anderson) (2009)
contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very
clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored
by famous author. The author brings you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go
through.

Vincent Newton:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book and also novel and The Elegance of the Hedgehog by Muriel Barbery,
(translated by Alison Anderson) (2009) or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know
how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside
science guide, any other book likes The Elegance of the Hedgehog by Muriel Barbery, (translated by Alison
Anderson) (2009) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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