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Jean Toomer's adamant stance against racism and his call for a raceless society were far more complex than
the average reader of works from the Harlem Renaissance might believe. In To Make a New Race Jon
Woodson explores the intense influence of Greek-born mystic G. I. Gurdjieff on the thinking of Toomer and
his coterie-Zora Neale Hurston, Nella Larson, George Schuyler, Wallace Thurman-and, through them, the
mystic's influence on many of the notables in African American literature.
Gurdjieff, born of poor Greco-Armenian parents on the Russo-Turkish frontier, espoused the theory that man
is asleep and in prison unless he strains against the major burdens of life, especially those of identification,
like race. Toomer, whose novel Cane became an inspiration to many later Harlem Renaissance writers,
traveled to France and labored at Gurdjieff's Institute for the Harmonious Development of Man. Later, the
writer became one of the primary followers approved to teach Gurdjieff's philosophy in the United States.
Woodson's is the first study of Gurdjieff, Toomer, and the Harlem Renaissance to look beyond contemporary
portrayals of the mystic in order to judge his influence. Scouring correspondence, manuscripts, and published
texts, Woodson finds the direct links in which Gurdjieff through Toomer played a major role in the
development of "objective literature." He discovers both coded and explicit ways in which Gurdjieff's
philosophy shaped the world views of writers well into the 1960s. Moreover Woodson reinforces the
extensive contribution Toomer and other African-American writers with all their international influences
made to the American cultural scene.

Jon Woodson, an associate professor of English at Howard University in Washington, D.C., is a contributor
to the collection, Black American Poets Between Worlds, 1940-1960. He has published articles in African
American Review and other journals.
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From reader reviews:

Kathy Hunnicutt:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book To Make a New Race: Gurdjieff, Toomer,
and the Harlem Renaissance will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if
you can know about anything. But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It's
not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book
with you?

John Barrow:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you
read this To Make a New Race: Gurdjieff, Toomer, and the Harlem Renaissance, you are able to tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a publication.

Daniel Hanson:

The reserve with title To Make a New Race: Gurdjieff, Toomer, and the Harlem Renaissance has a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era of the
glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Willie Randolph:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and To Make a New Race: Gurdjieff,
Toomer, and the Harlem Renaissance or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you
know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for
teacher or perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In other
case, beside science book, any other book likes To Make a New Race: Gurdjieff, Toomer, and the Harlem
Renaissance to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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