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“Fame was thrilling only until it became grueling. Money was fun only until you ran out of things to buy.” –
Gloria Swanson

It goes without saying that the most enduring image of Gloria Swanson is the famous shot of her in Sunset
Boulevard (1950), head tilted backward, stating, “Alright, Mr. DeMille, I’m ready for my close up.” Indeed,
for many, the very mention of “Gloria Swanson” conjures the name of “Norma Desmond,” her character in
Sunset Boulevard, directed by Billy Wilder. That the shot of Desmond requesting her close-up remains
indelibly imprinted in the minds of so many speaks in large part to the power of Sunset Boulevard, one of the
most revered films of its times and the most famous film of Gloria Swanson’s career. By dint of her
performance in the film, Swanson has become almost synonymous with Hollywood’s silent era.

In many respects, Swanson’s status as the female face of the silent era is entirely apropos. Working in the
1920s for Cecil B. DeMille in his lavish productions, Swanson commanded salaries of more than $1 million
per year, sums that Paramount was only too willing to provide for the virtual guarantee of high box office
receipts that her films provided. Swanson worked with a cross section of famous silent era figures, such
Mack Sennett and Charlie Chaplin (although her experience with Chaplin did not fare well) during her early
years with Keystone, as well as collaborations with DeMille and Erich Von Stroheim during her more mature
years. Yet at the same time, the histrionics of Swanson’s character in Wilder’s film belie the sophistication
that Swanson brought to the screen, as well as the salient role she played in shaping cinematic
representations of women during the onset of the “new woman” in 1920s America. In other words, while one
could justifiably argue that Sunset Boulevard stands as the finest film of Swanson’s career, it obfuscates the
impact Swanson had during her prime, not only in the film industry but also in society more broadly.

American Legends: The Life of Gloria Swanson looks at the life and career of one of America’s most
famous actresses. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about Gloria
Swanson like never before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Janice Nolan:

The reason? Because this American Legends: The Life of Gloria Swanson is an unordinary book that the
inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading
this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way makes the content
within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains
than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to
postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Christopher Thompson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this American Legends: The Life of
Gloria Swanson reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism American Legends: The
Life of Gloria Swanson as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide
that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to
one more sixth sense.

Kerry Giles:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like American Legends:
The Life of Gloria Swanson which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

David Gaiter:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book American Legends: The Life of Gloria Swanson was filled concerning
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy
to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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