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Cultures of the West: A History, Second Edition, focuses on the ways in which the major ideas and passions
of Western culture developed, internally, and how they interacted with the broader world--for good and for
ill. The development of such key ideas as religion, science, and philosophy form the central narrative of this
book.

Cultures of the West stands apart from other textbooks in a variety of ways, the first being thematic unity.
What did people think and believe, throughout our history, about human nature, the right way to live, God,
the best forms of government, or the meaning of human life? Rather than maintaining a single interpretive
stance, author Clifford R. Backman relies upon a consistent set of questions: What did people think and feel
throughout the centuries about politics, science, religion, and sex? How did they come to their positions
regarding the right way to live? Backman's many years of experience in the classroom have informed his
approach--students respond to engaging questions more than they are inspired by facts.

New to This Edition

* A more comprehensive treatment of Western Europe, with fuller coverage of the Middle Ages, the
French Revolution, and the world wars
* A new Chapter 9: The Expansive Realm of Islam, 30-900 in Volume 1 and two fewer chapters in
Volume 2 for a more course-friendly periodization
* Consistent treatment of women and gender in the central narrative
* New chapter introductions and conclusions
* New marginal headings that identify key events and developments
* An expanded map program featuring twenty-four new maps
* A new Prologue: Before History in Volume 1 and the combined edition
* Updated scholarship
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From reader reviews:

Nellie Ferguson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Cultures of the West: A History, Combined. Try to face the book
Cultures of the West: A History, Combined as your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you
sense alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let's
make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Brandi Huff:

This Cultures of the West: A History, Combined book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. That
Cultures of the West: A History, Combined without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become
critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry Cultures of the West: A History, Combined can
bring any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have
it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This Cultures of the West: A History, Combined having very good
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Richard Cary:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Cultures of the West: A History, Combined book is readable by simply you
who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding Cultures of the
West: A History, Combined content conveys the thought easily to understand by many individuals. The
printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless
thinking Cultures of the West: A History, Combined is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Lily McDermott:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled
update of news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a
person. From media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book,
book and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to
open your book? Or just trying to find the Cultures of the West: A History, Combined when you required it?
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