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In 1914, a brilliant young political journalist published a book arguing that the United States had entered a
period of “drift”—a lack of control over rapidly changing forces in society. He highlighted the tensions
between expansion and consolidation, traditionalism and progressivism, and emotion and rationality. He
wrote to convince readers that they could balance these tensions: they could be organized, efficient, and
functional without sacrificing impulse, choice, or liberty. Mastery over drift is attainable, Walter Lippmann
argued, through diligent attention to facts and making active choices. Democracy, Lippman wrote, is “a use
of freedom, an embrace of opportunity.”
            Lippman’s Drift and Mastery became one of the most important and influential documents of the
Progressive Movement. It remains a valuable text for understanding the political thought of early twentieth-
century America and a lucid exploration of timeless themes in American government and politics.
Distinguished historian Walter Leuchtenberg’s 1986 introduction and notes are retained in this edition.
            Ganesh Sitaraman, who has provided a foreword for this centennial edition, suggests that Lippmann’s
classic still has much to say to twenty-first-century progressives. The underlying solutions for our time, he
believes, are similar to those of Lippman’s era. Sitaraman contends that American society can regain mastery
over drift by reforming finance and reducing inequality, by rethinking the relationship between corporations
and workers, and by embracing changes in social life.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Mazzariello:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Drift and Mastery: An Attempt
to Diagnose the Current Unrest will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you
can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
appropriate book with you?

David Hernandez:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Drift and Mastery: An
Attempt to Diagnose the Current Unrest book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of
course the data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Beth Stewart:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a day
to reading a book. The book Drift and Mastery: An Attempt to Diagnose the Current Unrest it is very good to
read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this
book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can
m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has
high quality.

Catherine Hudson:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is referred to as of book
Drift and Mastery: An Attempt to Diagnose the Current Unrest. You'll be able to your knowledge by it.
Without making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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