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From roots to canopy, a lush, verdant history of the making of California.

California now has more trees than at any time since the late Pleistocene. This green landscape, however, is
not the work of nature. It's the work of history.

In the years after the Gold Rush, American settlers remade the California landscape, harnessing nature to
their vision of the good life. Horticulturists, boosters, and civic reformers began to "improve" the bare,
brown countryside, planting millions of trees to create groves, wooded suburbs, and landscaped cities. They
imported the blue-green eucalypts whose tangy fragrance was thought to cure malaria. They built the
lucrative "Orange Empire" on the sweet juice and thick skin of the Washington navel, an industrial fruit.
They lined their streets with graceful palms to announce that they were not in the Midwest anymore.

To the north the majestic coastal redwoods inspired awe and invited exploitation. A resource in the state, the
durable heartwood of these timeless giants became infrastructure, transformed by the saw teeth of American
enterprise. By 1900 timber firms owned the entire redwood forest; by 1950 they had clear-cut almost all of
the old-growth trees.

In time California's new landscape proved to be no paradise: the eucalypts in the Berkeley hills exploded in
fire; the orange groves near Riverside froze on cold nights; Los Angeles's palms harbored rats and dropped
heavy fronds on the streets below. Disease, infestation, and development all spelled decline for these
nonnative evergreens. In the north, however, a new forest of second-growth redwood took root, nurtured by
protective laws and sustainable harvesting. Today there are more California redwoods than there were a
century ago.

Rich in character and story, Trees in Paradise is a dazzling narrative that offers an insightful, new
perspective on the history of the Golden State and the American West.

32 pages of illustrations.
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From reader reviews:

William Coker:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience
happy read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Trees in Paradise: A California
History is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

James Turco:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along
with soon. The Trees in Paradise: A California History provide you with new experience in studying a book.

Arthur Reaves:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This guide Trees in Paradise: A California History was filled in relation to science.
Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has different
feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can really feel
enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Diana Erickson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but novel and Trees in Paradise: A California History or maybe
others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read
more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any other book likes Trees
in Paradise: A California History to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book
like this.
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