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A distinctive aspect of Hindu devotion is the veneration of a human guru, who is not only an exemplar and a
teacher but is also understood to be an embodiment of the divine. Historically, the role of guru in the public
domain has been exclusive to men. The new visibility of female gurus in India and the U.S. today, and
indeed across the globe, has inspired this first-ever scholarly study of the origins, variety, and worldwide
popularity of Hindu female gurus. In the Introduction, Karen Pechilis examines the historical emergence of
Hindu female gurus with reference to the Hindu philosophy of the self, women spiritual exemplars as wives
and saints, Tantric worship of the Goddess, and the internationalization of gurus in the U.S. in the twentieth
century. Nine essays profile specific female gurus, presenting biographies of these remarkable women while
highlighting overarching issues and themes concerning women's status as religious leaders; these themes are
nuanced in the afterword to the volume. The essays explore how Hindu female gurus embody grace in both
senses--as a feminine ideal and an attribute of the divine-and argue that their status as leaders is grounded in
their negotiation of these two types of grace. This book provides biographical profiles of the following
female gurus plus sensitive scholarly analysis of their spiritual paths: Ammachi, Anandamayi Ma, Gauri Ma,
Gurumayi, Jayashri Ma, Karunamayi Ma, Ma Jaya Sati Bhagavati, Mother Meera, Shree Maa and Sita Devi.
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From reader reviews:

George Valentine:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is high.
In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of The Graceful Guru:
Hindu Female Gurus in India and the United States book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

John Lopez:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Graceful Guru: Hindu Female Gurus in India and the United States
why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Na Urquhart:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
you is The Graceful Guru: Hindu Female Gurus in India and the United States this publication consist a lot
of the information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

Veda Howard:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book The Graceful Guru: Hindu Female Gurus in India and the
United States was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Graceful Guru:
Hindu Female Gurus in India and the United States has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy,
fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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