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The neo-slave narrative is an important development in American literary history and has serious revisionist
intentions at its foundation. This book examines how contemporary African American women writers have
shaped the genre. These authors have written neo-slave narratives to reinscribe history from the perspective
of the African American woman, most specifically the nineteenth century enslaved mother. The writers
considered in this study—Sherley Anne Williams, Toni Morrison, J. California Cooper, Gayl Jones, and
Octavia Butler—explore American slavery through the lens of gender, both to interrogate the myth that
enslaved women, denied the privilege of having a gender identity by the institution of slavery, were in fact
genderless, and to celebrate the acts of resistance which enabled enslaved women to mother in the fullest
sense of the term.

The volume begins with an overview of historical representations of slavery in America, from the slave
narrative itself to the revisionist scholarship of the 1960s. The book then examines several individual neo-
slave narratives, such as Margaret Walker's Jubilee (1966), Williams' Dessa Rose (1986), Morrison's Beloved
(1987), Cooper's Family (1991), Jones' Corregidora (1975), and Butler's Kindred (1979). What the women
in these novels have in common is the fact that they mother; what the writers have in common is a tendency
to utilize subversive strategies such as reversal, blurring, and the creation of myth to dramatize gender
identity and to highlight the varied nature of motherhood as enslaved women experienced it. The final
chapter evaluates the influence of the neo-slave narrative on American literature in general and on popular
perceptions and misperceptions of African American women.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Dildy:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for people. The book Black Women Writers and the American Neo-Slave
Narrative: Femininity Unfettered (Contributions in Afro-American & African Studies) has been making you
to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you.
The reserve Black Women Writers and the American Neo-Slave Narrative: Femininity Unfettered
(Contributions in Afro-American & African Studies) is not only giving you far more new information but
also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your
book. Try to make relationship with all the book Black Women Writers and the American Neo-Slave
Narrative: Femininity Unfettered (Contributions in Afro-American & African Studies). You never feel lose
out for everything if you read some books.

Virginia Higgins:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Black Women Writers and the American Neo-Slave Narrative:
Femininity Unfettered (Contributions in Afro-American & African Studies) book is readable by simply you
who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with
Black Women Writers and the American Neo-Slave Narrative: Femininity Unfettered (Contributions in
Afro-American & African Studies) content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless
thinking Black Women Writers and the American Neo-Slave Narrative: Femininity Unfettered
(Contributions in Afro-American & African Studies) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Jill Lee:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Black Women
Writers and the American Neo-Slave Narrative: Femininity Unfettered (Contributions in Afro-American &
African Studies) suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this era. Often the
book untitled Black Women Writers and the American Neo-Slave Narrative: Femininity Unfettered
(Contributions in Afro-American & African Studies)is the main one of several books which everyone read
now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you
will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and
so all of people can easily to understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount
of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world within this book.



Shelly Reder:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Black Women Writers and
the American Neo-Slave Narrative: Femininity Unfettered (Contributions in Afro-American & African
Studies) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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