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In this insightful study of the childhood and youth of William Dean Howells, Dancing in Chains
demonstrates how the turbulent social and cultural changes of the early nineteenth century shaped the young
Howells's emotional and intellectual life. His early diaries, letters, poetry, fiction, and newspaper columns
are used to illustrate Olsen's argument, which also in turn throws light on the dominant tensions in
antebellum America. Accepting the emergent middle-class ethos of civilized morality, with its new
conceptions of child rearing and gender spheres, Howells's parents urged him to achieve self-control and
individual success while also teaching him to seek the good of others rather than his own glory. For Howells
the conflicts coalesced at the time of his leaving home, an increasing common rite of passage for antebellum
youth. Trying to affirm his sense of literary vocation, he tested his aspirations against the family's
Swedenborgian religious convictions and the antislavery commitments of his village while experimenting
with competing literary ideologies in the process of meeting the demands of the new mass reading audience.
For Howells the resulting tensions eased toward the end of his youth but reappeared in his more mature
works of fiction and social criticism in later years. Portraying the ordeal of coming of age during a
momentous period of American history, Dancing in Chains is a fascinating study with a broad appeal to
general readers as well as scholars.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Wing:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Dancing in
Chains: The Youth of William Dean Howells (The American Social Experience)? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser
than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Lana Alvis:

The actual book Dancing in Chains: The Youth of William Dean Howells (The American Social Experience)
will bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very
unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book Dancing in Chains:
The Youth of William Dean Howells (The American Social Experience) is much recommended to you to
study. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Heidi Garcia:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
do you have when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is definitely Dancing in Chains: The Youth of William Dean Howells (The American
Social Experience).

Christina Almonte:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Dancing in Chains: The Youth of
William Dean Howells (The American Social Experience), it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas.
What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.
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