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Michael Korda's Hero is the story of an epic life on a grand scale: a revealing, in-depth, and gripping
biography of the extraordinary, mysterious, and dynamic Englishman whose daring exploits and romantic
profile—including his blond, sun-burnished good looks and flowing white robes—made him an object of
intense fascination, still famous the world over as "Lawrence of Arabia."

An Oxford scholar and archaeologist, one of five illegitimate sons of a British aristocrat who ran away with
his daughters' governess, Lawrence was sent to Cairo as a young intelligence officer in 1916. He vanished
into the desert in 1917 only to emerge later as one of the greatest—and certainly most colorful—figures of
World War One. Though a foreigner, he played a leading and courageous part in uniting the Arab tribes to
defeat the Turks, and eventually capture Damascus, transforming himself into a world-famous hero, hailed as
"the Uncrowned King of Arabia."

In illuminating Lawrence's achievements, Korda digs further than anyone before him to expose the flesh-
and-blood man and his contradictory nature. Here was a born leader who was utterly fearless and seemingly
impervious to pain, thirst, fatigue, and danger, yet who remained shy, sensitive, mod-est, and retiring; a hero
who turned down every honor and decoration offered to him, and was racked by moral guilt and doubt; a
scholar and an aesthete who was also a bold and ruthless warrior; a writer of genius—the author of Seven
Pillars of Wisdom, one of the greatest books ever written about war—who was the virtual inventor of
modern insurgency and guerrilla warfare; a man who at the same time sought and fled the limelight, and who
found in friendships, with everyone from Winston Churchill to George Bernard and Charlotte Shaw, from
Nancy Astor to NoËl Coward, a substitute for sexual feelings that he rigorously—even brutally and
systematically—repressed in himself.

As Korda shows in his brilliantly readable and formidably authoritative biography, Lawrence was not only a
man of his times; he was a visionary whose accomplishments—farsighted diplomat and kingmaker, military
strategist of genius, perhaps the first modern "media celebrity" (and one of the first victims of it), and an
acclaimed writer—transcended his era.

Korda examines Lawrence's vision for the modern Middle East—plans that, had they been carried through,
might have prevented the hatred and bloodshed that have become ubiquitous in the region. Ultimately, as this
magisterial work demonstrates, Lawrence remains one of the most unique and fascinating figures of modern
times, the arch-hero whose life is at once a triumph and a sacrifice and whose capacity to astonish still
remains undimmed.
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From reader reviews:

Ella Cook:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their expertise
in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this Hero: The Life
and Legend of Lawrence of Arabia.

Teresa Powers:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent the whole day to reading a guide. The book Hero: The Life and Legend of Lawrence of Arabia it is
rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You
can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses
high quality.

James Ronquillo:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Hero: The Life and Legend of
Lawrence of Arabia or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great
a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-
book, any other book likes Hero: The Life and Legend of Lawrence of Arabia to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Frank Ouellette:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of
searching from it. It is identified as of book Hero: The Life and Legend of Lawrence of Arabia. You'll be
able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one



location to other place.
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