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The first three centuries of the early church were a period of struggle, transition and growth. Recent attempts
by historians and socia scientists to understand this era have produced various and conflicting accounts.
Indeed, some have sought to overturn the former consensus regarding which texts provide reliable evidence
and how they should be interpreted. In The First Christian Centuries, Paul McKechnie, aclassical scholar,
examines some key issues in the current debate.

- Which ancient sources are reliable?

- What was the social makeup of the early Christian movement?

- What can we determine about the growth rate and persecution of first-century Christians?

- What do we know about the second generation of Christians?

- How should we assess the reliability of our various sources from the second and third centuries?

- What were the nature and extent of persecutionsin the second and third centuries?

- What were the long-term consequences of Paul's making converts within the household of Caesar?

- Canwegain historical perspective on the diversity that traveled under the name Christian in the early
centuries?

- How were women regarded and what roles did they play?

- And how was it that a Roman emperor, Constantine, was converted--and what were the implications for the
Christian movement?

The vaue of McKechni€'s study lies not in providing a comprehensive narrative of the origins and growth of
the early church. Rather, it liesin critically examining key historical issues in sustained conversation with
contemporary scholarship and the ancient sources. McKechnie will be valued by both students and scholars
of early Christianity as an intelligent and informed companion who offers repeated and valuable insights into
this critical era of Christian beginnings.
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From reader reviews:
Merideth Davis:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will need this The First Christian Centuries: Perspectives on the Early Church.

Wanda Woods;

This The First Christian Centuries: Perspectives on the Early Church is fresh way for you who has curiosity
to look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The First Christian Centuries:
Perspectives on the Early Church can be the light food in your case because the information inside this
specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form which can be
reachable by anyone, sure | mean in the e-book type. People who think that in reserve form make them feel
tired even dizzy this reserve isthe answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So, don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety
for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Nichole Gibson:

Aswe know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By areserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book isapair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide The First Christian Centuries: Perspectives on the Early Church wasfilled in
relation to science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you
canreally feel enjoy to read areserve. In the modern eralike now, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Ann Potter:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading abook. They are directly felt the item when
they get ahalf regions of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book The First Christian Centuries:
Perspectives on the Early Church to make your reading is interesting. Y our own personal skill of reading
skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it
and mingle the sensation about book and looking at especially. It isto beinitially opinion for you to like to
open abook and learn it. Beside that the guide The First Christian Centuries: Perspectives on the Early
Church can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information must
you're doing of the time.
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