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From the Reliance Building and Coney Island to the Kimbell Museum and Disney Hall, the United States
has been at the forefront of modern architecture. American life has generated many of the quintessential
images of modern life, both generic types and particular buildings. Gwendolyn Wright’s USA is an engaging
account of this evolution from the late nineteenth century to the twenty-first. Upending conventional
arguments about the origin of American modern architecture, Wright shows that it was not a mere offshoot
of European modernism brought across the Atlantic Ocean by émigrés but rather an exciting, distinctive and
mutable hybrid.
 
USA traces a history that spans from early skyscrapers and suburbs in the aftermath of the American Civil
War up to the museums, schools and ‘green architecture’ of today. Wright takes account of diverse interests
that affected design, ranging from politicians and developers to ambitious immigrants and middle-class
citizens. Famous and lesser-known buildings across America come together--model dwellings for German
workers in rural Massachusetts, New York’s Rockefeller Center, Cincinnati’s Carew Tower, Frank Lloyd
Wright’s Taliesin West in the Arizona desert, the University of Miami campus, the Texas Instruments
Semiconductor Plant, and the Corning Museum of Glass, among others--to show an extraordinary range of
innovation.
 
Ultimately, Wright reframes the history of American architecture as one of constantly evolving and volatile
sensibilities, engaged with commerce, attuned to new media, exploring multiple concepts of freedom. The
chapters are organized to show how changes in work life, home life and public life affected architecture--and
vice versa. This book provides essential background for contemporary debates about affordable and luxury
housing, avant-garde experiments, local identities, inspiring infrastructure and sustainable design.
 
A clear, concise and richly illustrated account of modern American architecture, this timely book will be
essential for all those who wonder about the remarkable legacy of American modernity in its most potent
cultural expression.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Whitmore:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be smart in
acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can help
folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this USA Modern Architectures in History book
because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Leslie Yazzie:

The feeling that you get from USA Modern Architectures in History is the more deep you rooting the
information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to understand but USA Modern Architectures in History giving you excitement feeling of reading. The
writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the
author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it
is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having this USA Modern Architectures in History instantly.

Jacob Hill:

USA Modern Architectures in History can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing USA Modern Architectures in History
nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource
data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of
crucial considering.

Frances McKay:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This USA Modern Architectures in History can give you a lot of friends
because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like an
interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great
people. So , why hesitate? Let us have USA Modern Architectures in History.
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