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James Merrill: Knowing Innocence reevaluates the achievement of this important poet by showing how he
takes up an old paradigm – innocence – and reinvents it in response to new historical, scientific, and cultural
developments including the bomb, contemporary cosmology, and the question of agency. The book covers
Merrill’s full career, emphasizing the late poetry, on which there remains little commentary. Illuminating
both Merrill’s relation to a tradition of literary innocence from Milton to Blake and Wordsworth to Emerson
and Stevens, and his relevance to contemporary cultural debates, the rubric of "knowing innocence" helps us
to understand his achievement. Merrill undertakes a career-long effort to know innocence, and develops a
thematic and stylistic attitude that is both innocent and knowing, combining attitudes of wonder and hope
with reflexive wit, intellectual breadth, and an unflinching gaze at mortality. He ultimately imagines
innocence as creative agency, a capacity for imagination, invention, and ethical responsibility. The book
demonstrates how, addressing questions of sexual identity, childhood and memory; atomic science, the big
bang, and black holes; environmental degradation; AIDS; and the notion of the death of history – while
honoring poetry’s essential qualities of freedom and play – his poems perform cultural work crucial to his
time and ours.
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From reader reviews:

Leslie Hackett:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this James Merrill: Knowing Innocence (Studies in
Major Literary Authors) book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this
book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Conrad Degregorio:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication
that need more time to be study. James Merrill: Knowing Innocence (Studies in Major Literary Authors) can
be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Rose Rafferty:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also
you know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually James Merrill:
Knowing Innocence (Studies in Major Literary Authors).

Ian Hall:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news.
With this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the James Merrill: Knowing Innocence (Studies in Major Literary Authors) when you essential
it?
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