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In a culture where the supernatural possessed an immediacy now strange to us, magic was of great
importance both in the literary and mythic tradition and in ritual practice. Recently, ancient magic has hit a
high in popularity, both as an area of scholarly inquiry and as one of general, popular interest. In Magic,
Witchcraft, and Ghosts in the Greek and Roman Worlds Daniel Ogden presents three hundred texts in new
translations, along with brief but explicit commentaries. This is the first book in the field to unite extensive
selections from both literary and documentary sources. Alongside descriptions of sorcerers, witches, and
ghosts in the works of ancient writers, it reproduces curse tablets, spells from ancient magical recipe books,
and inscriptions from magical amulets. Each translation is followed by a commentary that puts it in context
within ancient culture and connects the passage to related passages in this volume. Authors include the well
known (Sophocles, Herodotus, Plato, Aristotle, Virgil, Pliny) and the less familiar, and extend across the
whole of Greco-Roman antiquity.

The second edition includes a new preface, an updated bibliography, and new source-passages, such as the
earliest use of the word "mage" in Greek" (fr. Aeschylus' Persians ), a werewolf tale (Aesop's Fables), and
excerpts from the most systematic account of ancient legislation against magic (Theodosian Code).
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Toups:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question because just their
can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from
on pre-school until university need this Magic, Witchcraft and Ghosts in the Greek and Roman Worlds: A
Sourcebook to read.

Jessica Nakagawa:

This Magic, Witchcraft and Ghosts in the Greek and Roman Worlds: A Sourcebook book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will
be information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. This Magic, Witchcraft and Ghosts in the Greek and Roman Worlds: A
Sourcebook without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry Magic, Witchcraft and Ghosts in the Greek and Roman Worlds: A
Sourcebook can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Magic, Witchcraft and Ghosts in the
Greek and Roman Worlds: A Sourcebook having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you
will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Freddie Patton:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you study a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Magic,
Witchcraft and Ghosts in the Greek and Roman Worlds: A Sourcebook will give you new experience in
reading through a book.

John Burns:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the books
in the top record in your reading list is Magic, Witchcraft and Ghosts in the Greek and Roman Worlds: A
Sourcebook. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into



precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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