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Joseph Nicolar’s The Life and Traditions of the Red Man tells the story of his people from the first moments
of creation to the earliest arrivals and eventual settlement of Europeans. Self-published by Nicolar in 1893,
this is one of the few sustained narratives in English composed by a member of an Eastern Algonquian-
speaking people during the nineteenth century. At a time when Native Americans’ ability to exist as Natives
was imperiled, Nicolar wrote his book in an urgent effort to pass on Penobscot cultural heritage to
subsequent generations of the tribe and to reclaim Native Americans’ right to self-representation. This
extraordinary work weaves together stories of Penobscot history, precontact material culture, feats of
shamanism, and ancient prophecies about the coming of the white man. An elder of the Penobscot Nation in
Maine and the grandson of the Penobscots’ most famous shaman-leader, Old John Neptune, Nicolar brought
to his task a wealth of traditional knowledge.

The Life and Traditions of the Red Man has not been widely available until now, largely because Nicolar
passed away just a few months after the printing of the book was completed, and shortly afterwards most of
the few hundred copies that had been printed were lost in a fire. This new edition has been prepared with the
assistance of Nicolar’s descendants and members of the Penobscot Nation. It includes a summary history of
the tribe; an introduction that illuminates the book’s narrative strategies, the aims of its author, and its key
themes; and annotations providing historical context and explaining unfamiliar words and phrases. The book
also contains a preface by Nicolar’s grandson, Charles Norman Shay, and an afterword by Bonnie D.
Newsom, former Director of the Penobscot Nation’s Department of Cultural and Historic Preservation. The
Life and Traditions of the Red Man is a remarkable narrative of Native American culture, spirituality, and
literary daring.
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From reader reviews:

James Fitzgibbons:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this The Life and Traditions of the Red
Man: A rediscovered treasure of Native American literature book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Duncan Houghton:

This book untitled The Life and Traditions of the Red Man: A rediscovered treasure of Native American
literature to be one of several books which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide
you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you
can order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to
read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-
book from your list.

Susan Frame:

Often the book The Life and Traditions of the Red Man: A rediscovered treasure of Native American
literature has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book
was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This
book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Clarence Jenkins:

Beside this The Life and Traditions of the Red Man: A rediscovered treasure of Native American literature in
your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live
in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Life and Traditions of the Red Man: A rediscovered
treasure of Native American literature because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you
have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from today!
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